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ticipated the leading ideas of ' social reform * in the nine- Provision
teenth century. " Taking into my consideration the deplo
able state of my honest and laborious workmen and their
families, when visited with sickness and other bodily in-
firmities; who for want of proper and speedy relief have
languished for a longer time under their maladies than other-
wise they would. . . . Therefore did out of mere compassion
. . . send down a person who is an able surgeon, and one
who is also well skilled in physic, with all proper medicines
and drugs, at my own proper cost and charge " 1. A doctor
was made a member of title staff, and he was required to
attend daily at the factory upon the officials, the workmen,
and their families 2. In addition a fund was instituted for
relieving " such of my workmen and their families as may be
by sickness or other means reduced to that poverty as not
to be able to support themselves without some assistance " 3.
The fund was supported by contributions from the officials
and workmen, who were assessed at fivepence, and later
ninepence, in the pound, while the firm also contributed4.
A curious feature of the scheme was that the * poor's stock *
ran " all hazards of stocks trusted to workmen " 5, the ex-
planation being that the firm made a contribution to the fund
for the purpose. Thus it served not only as an insurance
against sickness and poverty, but also as an insurance
against losses incurred by the firm as a result of defalcation
on the part of the workmen. The provision made for the
education of the workmen's children was a signal feature of
the establishment6, and affords the closest parallel with
Owen's factory at New Lanark a century later 7. The ' clerk
for the poor ' served as schoolmaster, and the hours of school
were from eight to twelve and one to four in winter, and six
to eleven and one to five in summer, on all days in the week
except Sundays and the appointed holidays 8. '* He shall
1	The Law Book, No. 113, Preamble.
2	Ibid. No. 113, § 1-15.	• Ibid. No. 97, Preamble.
* Ibid. No. 8, § 7-9.    See infra, Appendix, p. 494, No. 3.
5	The Law Book, No. 51, Preamble.
6	Other examples of employers providing a school are the alum works at
Kirk Leatham  (State Papers Domestic, 1633-1634, p. 545 ;   1634-1635,
p. 369), and the iron works of Reynolds (supra, p. 167).
7	The Life of Robert Owen.   By Himself (ed. 1920), 186 seq*
8	The Law Book, No. 97, § 2,

